
26 

 

Summary of Data Collection, Analysis, and Reports 

 
Academic Year 2016-2017 

 
Program Data Type 1 - Vital Statistics 
 

Vital statistics includes information such as the number of students, demographic information and other 

characteristics of counseling program applicants, students, and graduates. This information is gathered annually 

by the Seminary of the Southwest’s Registrar and Director of Assessment. This information is not used at the 

individual student level but at the program level to determine if the institution and program are meeting its goal 

of recruiting and sustaining a diverse and dynamic learning community. 

 

Vital statistics data is reviewed annually by counseling program faculty and staff, and every three years by the 

interdisciplinary Counselor Education Program Assessment Committee comprised of representatives from 

various degree programs including the Academic Dean. Each annual and three-year review generates 

recommendations that are then forwarded to appropriate department, whether it be recruiting, admissions, 

enrollment, institutional advancement, financial aid, registrar, or counseling program faculty and staff. 

 
2016-2017 Vital Statistics Data Report 

 

Last year, there was one graduate of SSW’s MHC degree program due to many of our current students slowing 

down their pace towards graduation in order to obtain a degree that is CACREP accredited. This accreditation 

was achieved in August of 2017, and we expect graduation rates to increase this coming academic year.  

Approximately 38 students were enrolled in the MHC program in academic year 2016-2017. Of the total 

number enrolled, 28 identified female, 10 identified male, and none identified as undisclosed gender. Of those 

students, none were identified as meeting the qualification for students with disabilities and eight students 

identified ethnically as other than Caucasian. Our MHC program serves populations from mostly Central, 

South, and East Texas. Efforts to recruit bilingual/bicultural LHCC students may serve to increase our 

demographic diversity in coming years. 

 

Just prior to academic year 2016-2017, NCE scores ceased to be made directly available to programs. Therefore 

the recommendation from our previous report was implemented to attempt to gather NCE credentialing exam 

pass rates through our alumni survey. However our extremely low response rate of 2 respondents suggests a 

need to improve our method of gathering this data. Based on the 2 responses that we received from our survey, 

both of those graduates passed their NCE exam and pursued post-graduate licensure.  In addition, both of those 

graduates sought and secured job placements post-graduation. 

 

Improvements/Modifications Recommended: 

 

Vital Statistics were informative to the program. To improve response rate for Alumni Surveys, the 

recommendation was made to convene a committee to assess and make proposals for modifying the 

process by which we track alumni contact information, prior to the end of the next assessment cycle. 

 

  


