
Attorney. Advocate. Founder. Priest. Your life and vocation stand as a profound witness to what it means to lead 
by serving. You have stood beside the marginalized, amplified the voices of the unheard, and pursued justice not 
for praise or power, but out of deep moral conviction and faith.

Early in your career, you spent over a decade as a lawyer in the Rio Grande Valley, representing farm workers 
on cases related to living and working conditions. In 1990, you founded the Texas Civil Rights Project, where 
for 25 years you led efforts to bring justice and dignity to those too often denied it: immigrants facing detention, 
workers denied fair pay, people with disabilities, and those harmed by public institutions. Under your leadership, 
the Project filed thousands of cases, pursuing justice as sacred work. 

Your legacy includes landmark changes in public policy, expanded access to legal representation, and the 
formation of a new generation of lawyers committed to human rights and community-based advocacy. Even 
more than your courtroom victories, it is your humility, compassion, and deep sense of vocation that have 
shaped lives and inspired others.

In the later chapters of your journey, you discerned a call to ordained ministry in The Episcopal Church. After 
completing your formation through the Iona School for Ministry, you were ordained a priest in 2020, bringing 
your lifelong pursuit of justice into the sacred rhythms of priestly ministry. You have served with grace and 
conviction, offering pastoral care, presiding at the altar, and advocating for those on the margins.

You have led both from the pulpit and from within the community - boldly, faithfully, and without hesitation. 
Whether speaking to a judge or praying beside the suffering, you have borne witness to a God of liberation, 
compassion, and courage.

Said your friend and colleague, the Rev. Eileen O’Brien, “the Rev. James Harrington is one of the most able 
teachers of the Christian virtue of solidarity I have ever met.  You see it in his work and in a whole life lived in 
search of solidarity with the immigrant, the impoverished, and the marginalized.  You hear it in his preaching 
and teaching, in his op-eds, and in his passionate, urgent invitations to others and to you to live a different kind 
of life, always conscious of your own obligation to co-create true communion in the world through the power of 
the loving and self-giving spirit of Jesus.”

Because of your steadfast commitment to justice and civil rights, your faithful service to the Church, and your 
life of moral imagination and servant leadership, Seminary of the Southwest is proud to honor you with the 
Charles J. Cook Servant Leadership Award for 2025.
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