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Episcopal priest. Healing facilitator. Faithful missioner. Your years of service - as a lay leader, priest, and now 
as a diocesan missioner - have shaped congregations and communities across the South. As Missioner for Be-
loved Community and Congregational Vitality in the Diocese of Mississippi, you stand as a steadfast advocate 
for racial reconciliation, inviting all who encounter you into deeper understanding, compassion, and hope. Your 
ministry opens minds and hearts.

In the three decades since your graduation from Seminary of the Southwest and your ordinations, you have 
shepherded congregations from Louisiana to Mississippi to Tennessee, and ultimately back home to Mississippi. 
Everywhere you have served, congregations flourished under your care, strengthened by your leadership, your 
commitment to building the Kingdom of God, and your dedication to forming disciples of all ages.

It did not take long upon your return to Mississippi for others to recognize your gifts. You became Chair of the 
Beloved Community Team, and in June 2022 the Rt. Rev. Brian Seage appointed you Missioner for Beloved 
Community and Congregational Vitality. Since then, you have led more than 450 Episcopalians and fellow 
Mississippians on transformational pilgrimages to the people, places, and sacred memories central to Mississip-
pi’s racial history. You equip and mentor a growing team of leaders, expanding the reach of this healing work. 
Across the diocese, you encourage clergy and lay leaders alike through spiritual formation, pastoral presence, 
and the simple, profound ministry of showing up.

Through your steadfast commitment, the Episcopal Diocese of Mississippi is shining a brighter light on the 
work of anti-racism and racial reconciliation—both within the Church and far beyond it.

Your colleague, friend, and fellow Southwest alumna, the Rev. Kathy Pfister, says of you, “Andy is the kind of 
priest who sets you free to follow God’s calling in your life. He has an uncanny capacity to name and lift up the 
movement of the Holy Spirit, and in doing so has called forth, baptized, and blessed the ministry of countless 
lay and ordained leaders. Because Andy is by nature genuine, sincere, and playful, he invites the same in 
others—and the result is ministry that is authentic, joyous, and transformative.”

“For over 35 years,” she continues, “Andy has been a fierce advocate for racial reconciliation. Beginning in 
his twenties, his work with the People’s Institute for Survival and Beyond and with poor communities in New 
Orleans began a life-long commitment to the slow and sometimes painful work required to address the legacy of 
racism. Within and beyond the Episcopal Church, Andy has made room for the resistant, charmed the reluctant, 
and encouraged the faithful to engage in the work of anti-racism, and he has done so with tenderness, humility 
and grace.”

In gratitude for your faithful service and unwavering commitment to the Church and to the people you serve, 
Seminary of the Southwest and the Southwest Alumni Association are honored to present to you the 2025 Hal 
Brook Perry Distinguished Alumni Award.


